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As the Harts turn... 
Which side is Bret on? AL 


СТ. 
Ен 


А MEE CONFIDENTIAL 


N 


inl! Bret 
Hart planning a family 
reunion that is going 
to turn the entire 
wrestling world on 

its turnbuckle!!! 


Г is one may be too HOT even for 


STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL, folks!!! 

My sources have informed me, the 
INFORMER, that Bret 
may be in the midst of devisi 






that could quite possibly drive Federa- 
tion Champion Shawn Michaels out of 
the World Wrestling Federation FOR- 
EVER!!! Even though none of these ru- 
mors have been confirmed as of press 
time, this developing “SHOCKER” is 
just too “HUGE 








to keep under wraps 





y longer!!! 
According to somebody close to the 
Hart family (who has asked to be kept 
Bret 


anonymous), has become 


absolutely “ob: 





* with losing the 


Bret “Hit Man” Hart may be in the midst of devising a plan that [EJ 





Federation Title to the Heartbreak Kid 
at WrestleMania XII. Thus, in an effort 





1o regain what he claims is “rightfully” 
his, Bret has not only been training 


eight hours a day in the 









“dungeon” under the guid: 
Stu, BUT—this same source has stated 
that the Hit Мап has opened up the 


lines of communication to family 





members with whom he hasn't spoken 
in several years!!! 

“At this point, Bret is looking to 
bury the hatchet with his family mem- 
bers in an effort to stay focused on 
‘Shawn Michaels and perhaps gain their 
knowledge and expertise on the subject 
at hand,” 
the family who requested anonymity. 
you think there i 
y summer reunion before the 
leaves begin to fall this year—YOU'RE 
DEAD WRONG!” 


A family reunion? With all the 


said yet another friend close to 





"t going to be a 


wounds that need to be healed, is this 
possible? Your gut instinct would im- 
mediately tell you no; however, when 





you look at the situation on a om 
one basis, Bret has everything to gain 
and nothing to lose by letting bygones 
be bygones. If it 

ive, then perhaps he SHOULD 
consider turning to the cast of 


s advice he is loo 





to re 





“brother 
and brothers-in-law” who betrayed him 
in the past. In order to make some sense 
ош of these amazing speculations, 





take a closer look at the personalities in- 
volved and 





ine how stitching the 









emotional cuts with his fami 


would help Bret in his quest 


could quite possibly drive Federation Champion Shawn 


Michaels out of the World Wrestling Federation FOREVE! 











E 








Is there anyone more suited to 
repaint that nasty stripe down 
the Hit Man's back than Jim 
“Тһе Anvil" Neidhart? 


ing a four-time World Wrestling Feder- 
ation Champion, + 

BRITISH BULLDOG—In reality, 
Bret never really had a beef with the 
Bulldog. At December's In Your 
House, Ше two got it on in what turned 
out to be a blood bath, but the bottom 
line is that the blood didn’t appear to be 





bad.” As a matter of fact, the match 


turned out to be a 





great competitive 
contest! Now, what many of you may 





not know at this point is that followi 





the match, one of my sources informed 
me, the Informer, that behind closed 
doors—BRET AND DAVEY SHOOK 
HANDS! OK, so now here comes the 
VA. То make this 





interesting part—DIAN 





scenario even more interesting, I was 
informed that throughout the entire 


Shawn Michaels-Diana 
Smith issue, Bret Hart was 
100 percent in the comer of 
DIANA!!! AND not only 
did he support Diana, but 
my sources also tell me that 
it was DAVEY BOY who 
had to restrain Bret from 
physically getting with 
Shawn!!! As it was told to 





me, "If it weren't for the 
British Bulldog, the antici- 
pated Shawn Michaels-Bret 
ich would have 
taken place in a PARKING 
lot somewhere! According 


Hart rema 





to Bret, preferably— 
SYRACUSE!!!” 

Again, let me remind 
you that all this is based on 
speculations, rumor and 
„ВОТ if you study 


the entire situation, it all ap- 


hear 





pears very possible! Now, here's the 
ICING ON THE CAKE—I was told 
back in May that Bret Hart was actually 
TRAINING the British Bulldog in 
preparation for his upcoming match at 
In Your House with Shawn Michaels. 
‘That same source also later informed 
me that Bret actually had discussions 
with JAMES Е. CORNETTE prior to 
King of the Ring about possibly being 
the “guest” referee in the Michaels- 
Bulldog rematch!!! In the end, Bret 
turned it down; HOWEVEI 
that he did indeed consider it 





, I was told 


So, now you ask yourself what could 
BRET possibly have to gain by joining 
in 





alliance with the Bulldog? Knowl- 
edge, perhaps? In the opinions of many, 
the Bulldog outwrestled Shawn 
Michaels at May's In Your House, and 
the only reason he might not be the 
World Wrestling Federation Champion 
today is because there were one two 
many zebras in the ring in Omaha, Ме- 


braska! Nev- 

ertheless, E 
— 

isn't it at all 

possible that 

having been 


so successful 





against the 
Heartbreak Kid, 
the Bulldog 
п 








ight have some 
valuable informa- 
tion to pass along 
to Bret concerning 
Shawn's weaknesses? 
HMMMM. 

BUT WAIT A SECOND, 
THERE'S MORE! 

OWEN HART—Make no mis- 
take about it, there 18 bad blood 





here. We all know the history dating 
back to the 1993 Survivor Series 
when Owen turned on Bret like a ra- 
bid dog. However, despite getting his 
revenge on more occasions than one, 
many of my informants informed 
me, the Informer, that the 





between Bret and Owen has left a 
huge, empty void deep within the 
heart of the Hit Man since day one! 
A void that is 





gnawing away at Bret 
day by day, week by week. 

"Anybody who knows Bret Hart 
personally knows that he would do any- 
thing in the world to make amends with 
his younger brother Owen," said an in- 


side source, who is close to the whole 





Hart family. 
“In his heart, Bret forgave Owen a 


long time ago; he has just be 





iting 


for his younger brother to come around. 





Before the ‘misunderstanding,’ as Bret 
calls it, the Hit Man often talked about 
the World 
Wrestling Federation Tag Team Cham- 


his dream of winning 


pionship with Owen as his partner. 1 
even believe that at this point in his са- 


reer, that may be his biggest goal." 








Knowing that Bret is a forgiving 
person, the question now is can Owen 
Hart find it in his heart to put the past in 
the past and start anew with his broth- 
ег? A couple of months ago I may have 

told you no, but today I believe that 
is very possible. 




















Aside from brotherhood, 
Owen and Bret have some- 
thing else in common—they 
both were defeated by Shawn 
Michaels, If blood IS thicker 


than water, then it makes good 





sense that Owen would be 

there for his brother to 

assist Bret in taking 

ıt the Hit Man 
calls “rightfully” his. 

AND, in adding a 





little fact to this 
ble ficti 


past Owen would 


possi- 








n, in the 


have been wildly 
and very publicly 
crowing about 
Bret’s ab- 
sence from 
the World 


Wrestling 





Federation. 
And as a 


matter of fact, 





knowing Owen, 





he would 
FULL 
credit for hav- 
his 


taken 
ing run 
brother out of 
the Federation 
However, Owen 
has said NOTHING 
in regard to the situation. 
Not a single word. 

Again, the questions. But what 
does Bret have to gain? Who was 
responsible for almost ending (һе 
career of Shawn Michaels? 


Owen Hart, perhaps? Is it 
possible that Owen saw a 
weakness in the champion 
that Bret may have over- 
looked? Could Bret gain yet 
more knowledge of 
Shawn's weaknesses via 
Owen? If fact, the more 1 
think about it, is it possible 
that the reconciliation has 
already taken 
HMMM. 


But wait a minute, 


place?! 





here 
just may be one more piece 
to this “bizarre” puzzle. His 
name: Jim “The Anvi 
Neidhart. 

That's right, the Anvil, 
Bret 








ex-tag team partner 
and current brother-in-law. 
Yet another source close to 
Bret informed me, the In- 
former, that Bret blames his 


loss to Michaels at WrestleMania XII 





on his inability to put the Heartbreak 
Kid away. The lack of a killer i 


Being “too ni 








е a guy 
“The loss at WrestleMania XII to 
Shawn Michaels devastated Bret 





id 
“He 





a source close to the Hit Man. 
blamed himself for failing to possess 
that mean streak that he once relied on 
The al 


he needed to. The intangible that helped 





ty to get down and dirty when 





him make a name for himself 
in hi 





ly on 





reer when he was part of the 
Hart Foundation with Jim Neidhart.” 
Mean streak? The Hart Foundation? 


more suited to repaint 





Is there anyon 





that nasty black and blue stripe down 
the back of the Hit Man than Jim “The 
Anvil” Neidhart? 





Might Bret be considering going 
back to his roots to revisit what brought 
him to the dance in the first place? 
Again, is it possible that this long- 
awaited family reunion might have 





preparation for his upcoming 
h with Shawn Michaels.” 





already taken place? 
Granted, there are many ifs 
AND buts involved here, but 





opinion of this columnist, the Informer, 
much of this makes perfect sense! 

So now the questions loom large— 
Will the “Hit Man” surface in the cor- 





ner of the British Bulldog any 
soon? Will brothers finally bury the 


ime 





hatchet and make the entire family 
proud once again? Will perhaps one of 
the greatest tag teams ever to emerge in 
Fed- 
eration let history repeat itself and once 


the history of the World Wrestlin 


in rebuild the 





‘oundation” in this 








the “New Generation” 





For those answers, tune in next 





month for “As the Harts Turn.” W 





AW 





= 
ЗА! 





Letters to 
the Editor: 


THANKS FOR GIVING 
IT TO US RAW! 


Letter 
Dear Editor, 

I would like to complin 
excellent production of RAW Maga- 
With RAW, you hit every aspect 
stling interest today. I especially 
enjoy RAW for i 
sored 





nt you on your 


of w 








10-nonsense, uncen- 









ading material and its detailed 
for the big-time wrestling fans 
such as myself. Anyway, I just wanted 
to say: a job well done! 





Nick Prater 
New Middletown, OH 


EXPLODING OVER THE 
"LOOSE CANNON" 


E-Mail 
Dear Editor, 

ad to write and say THANK 
I just heard about the signing of 
оозе Cannon" Brian Pillman, and 
I can't tell you how excited I am. This 
guy has the ability to be the hottest heel 
in the world and will definitely add ex- 
citement to the already thrilling action 
of the Federation. Just an idea, but until 
Pill 4 enough to compete іп 
the ring, why not give him his own 
talk show segment, a la "Piper's Pit" 
or the “Heartbreak Hotel”? He is a 


























guy who can do some great work on 
the microphone! 


Len Johnson 
LenJ8973@AOL.com 








Letter 

Dear Editor, 

I recently heard that the World 
Wrestling Federation had signed the 
“Loose Cannon” Brian Pillman. This is 





quite possibly the biggest and most 





important signing in a long time by the 
Federation. Congratulations to Fed- 
eration President Gorilla Monsoon for 
going out and acquiring one of the best 
performers available, Pillman is one of 
the most entertaining personalities I 











have ever had the opportunity of seeing. 
Not only that, but he is an excellent 
competitor. 


While other federations may have the 
old and useless, the World Wrestling 
Federation is constantly making strides 





to bring in young talent, like Pillman, 
who will guide the Federation into the 
21st century. 


Tom Robson 
Philadelphia, PA 


BER/OC 


BIG BOOT=BORING 
CHAMPION 


E-Mail 

Dear Editor, 

I was reading the "Fans RAW" section 
of the July/August issue of RAW Mag- 
azine and decided it was time to speak 
my mind, One of the letters purported 
that Hogan was a better Federation 








champ than Bret Hart because Hogan 
held the belt for a longer period of time 
than the Hit Man. It's a good thing I 
didn’t write that piece because Hogan 
wouldn't have made the cut at 
There are certain things, like spec 





skill 
and integrity, that make a good champi- 
on. I'm sorry, but I don't see much of 
that in a “big boot to the face, legdrop 
combo"! I think the fans have to realize 





that there is such a thing as a champion, 
and then, in Hogan's case, a boring 
champion. 





Brian Koller 
104047.2457@CompuServe.com 


STILL A CLASS ACT! 


Fax 
Dear Editor, 

I'm glad to see the World Wrestling 
Federation, and Vince McMahon in 
particular, speaking out about the Kevin 
Nash and Scott Hall situ 
handled the situation with prof 
ism, something other “federations” 
seem to lack. The interview in the July/ 
August RAW Magazine was truly one 
of the most insightful interviews 1 have 
read in a long time. I'm glad the World 
Wrestling Federation spoke out con- 
cerning Nash and Hall. It's ni 
know the Federation still has the class it 
has long been known for. 





n. Vince 








ona 








to 





Eddie Koclewski 
бап Bernardino, CA 
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RAW 





ORLD WRESTLING FEDE 





(Note: They may not be official, but they ARE the rather STRONG 


opinions expressed by the Editor of this fin 





WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION TITLE CHAMPION: SHAWN MICHAELS 


VADER 

ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
AHMED JOHNSON 

STONE COLD STEVE AUSTIN 
MANKIND 


$ Фә د‎ = 





ANALYSIS 


With the exception of a controversial 
B o 
scarred loss at King of the Ring, to Jake 
“The Snake" Roberts, the man they call 


in the dark (see page 20), and a 








GOLDUST 

UNDERTAKER 

JAKE “THE SNAKE" ROBERTS 
JUSTIN “HAWK” BRADSHAW 
0. BRITISH BULLDOG 


езе 


VADER has basically walked through 
the ranks of the World Wrestling Fed- 
eration. Having beaten every sacrificial 


lamb that has been thrown his way, the 





e publication!!!) 

time has come to see if the Mastodon can 
rock to the beat of “Sweet Chin Music. 
the Мо. 2 slot is the ULTIMAT 
RIOR who has strung together a 










impressive victories. If Vader fails in hi 
Federation Title bid at SummerSlam, then it 
is my opinion that the Warrior will slide 
nicely into that top spot by the time the next 
issue of this ma 





igazine dominates the news- 
stands! Winning the IC Belt rocketed 
AHMED JOHNSON to the fourth position, 
just a "stitch" above a determined STONE 
COLD STEVE AUSTIN who really 
changed the complexity of things by cap- 
turing KOTR. MANKIND'S victory over 
the UNDERTAKER at KOTR brought him 
up a few notches, as GOLDUST'S royal 
loss to Ahmed dropped him а few. JAKE 
"THE SNAKE" ROBERTS slithered into 
the top ten due to ig in 
the KOTR tournament, while bringing up 
ots are the UNDERTAKER, 
JUSTIN “HAWK” BRADSHAW and the 
BRITISH BULLDOG, who all suffered 
crushing defeats in the month of June 
(Mankind, Freddie Joe Floyd, Wildman 
Marc Mero and Shawn Michaels, respec- 








pressive showi 


the final s 











tively). Absent from this month's 
HUNTER HEARST-HELMSLEY (who is 
in a tailspin after losing a string of matches 
to Wildman Mare Mero, Jake “The Snake” 
Roberts and Ahmed Johnson), WILDMAN 
MARC MERO (who has yet to prove him- 
self in this division) and OWEN HART 
(who seems more preoccupied with win- 


are 








ning awards nowadays). 








| WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION 
INTERCONTINENTAL TITLE 
CHAMPION: AHMED JOHNSON 


GOLDUST 

STONE COLD STEVE AUSTIN 
MANKIND 

JAKE "THE SNAKE" ROBERTS 
OWEN HART 

HUNTER HEARST-HELMSLEY 
WILDMAN MARC MERO 
JUSTIN "HAWK" BRADSHAW 
. SAVIO VEGA 

0. FREDDIE JOE FLOYD 


BPP A a e NS 





ANALYSIS 
Whether you like the 
guy or not, GOLDUST 
de 
IMMEDIATELY! Prior 
to being defeated by 
Ahmed Johnson at King 
of the Ring, GOLDUST 
successfully defended 


re-match— 





m 





the Intercontinental 
Title against the Under- 
taker and the Ultimate. 
Warrior. In other words, 
we are all entitled to 
a bad day, and Holly- 
wood deserves to have 
his shot in the spotlight 
once again! 

There is no question 
that STONE COLD 
STEVE AUSTIN cur- 


t momentum 









stated at King of the 
Ring, and has been on a reckless joy 
ride ever since, If STONE COLD were 
to face the Champion AHMED JOHN- 
SON tomorrow, this editor would have 
to go with AUSTIN 3:16! To date, 
MANKIND is still undefeated in the 
ranks of the Federation, and just in case 
you forgot, he PINNED the Under 
at KOTR. He would be ranked No. 1, 
but for the time being, he is strait-jack- 
eted with the idea of reeking havoc оп 
the Dark Side. HOWEVER, if MAN- 
KIND does indeed burn the Undertaker 
in the “Boiler Room,” then next month 





aker 











he may indeed be the new “patient” at 
the top! JAKE “THE SNAK 
ROBERTS sits at a respectable position 
at No. 4, ال‎ 
а КОТЕ. 





10 his impressive showing 
though he was defeated 
с Austin, Jake didn't 













Federation. A loss to Wildman Mare 
Mero caused OWEN HART to fall to 
the middle of the pack, while HUNTER 
HEARST-HELMSLEY dropped to 
sixth, due to a key loss to Champion 
Ahmed the day after KOTR. A couple 
of tough losses to Austin and Goldust 
caused WILDMAN MARC MERO to 
slip. Howe: 
pressive, and I look for him to rebound 
in the weeks to come. JUSTIN 
“HAWK” BRADSHAW plummeted 
the ranki a HUGE عل‎ 
feat to newcomer FREDDIE JOE 
FLOYD, which in turn allowed Floyd to 
make the top ten. 
the No. 9 slot, but 








r, both showings were im- 






io hangs around in 





into cohtention. 


Now, knowing that all you “exper 





out the 





are going to rip these ran 
1o shreds, don't just sit there and cut me 
down behind my back!!! Write me with 
your views and rip me to my face!!! 








Send your rankings to: 
CHEW ON THIS, EDITOR 
P.O. BOX 3859 

Stamford, CT 06905 








E 
Lj 








By Vic Venom 


А... 


though the world of sports-entertain- 
‘ment continues to change on a daily 
basis, there are just some songs that 
always remain the same. 


so ironic that even 








1 believe it was some two issues 
back, in the premiere edition of World 
Wrestling Federation Raw, that I first 
spoke in detail about a lad by the name 
of Eric Ripoff, ап executive of the 
competition who kept his company 
afloat by "borrowing" idea after idea 
from the guru himself, Vince Mc- 
Mahon. Well, my friends, just about 
when you think you've seen it all, it 
appears that Mr. Ripoff has now taken 
his “library can 

We've spoken Before about Scott 
Hall (Razor Ramon) and Kevin Nash 
(Diesel). Now, don't expect me to sit 
here and rip them apart, because I just 
ain’t gonna do it! Both individuals did 
what they felt they had to do and—in 
the case of Vince McMahon and the 
World Wres 
is CLOSED! 

Or, is it? 

Well, according to Eric Ripoft—it's 





yut again. 





ing Federation—the case 





not!!! You see, as Г уе mentioned be- 
fore, Ripoff has had s 
with the “characterization” of certain 








me problei 





wrestlers in the past. Oh, where do I 
start? Perhaps with “The Shark”? Or, 
how about, "Zodiac"? Better yet, let's 








go with my favorite—good оГ “Loch 
Nes 
signings of Hall and Nash, I must say 
that I eagerly anticipated what Ripoff 


Now, once I heard about the 





was going to do with them. I mean, let's 
face it kids, the Diamond Studd, Oz, 
Vinnie Vegas and the Master Blaster 
just didn’t sell too many tickets! No, 
this time they had to come up with 
something “original”! This time they 
had to come up with something that 
would “revolutionize” professional 
wrestling as we know it! This time they 
just had to “GET IT RIGHT! 

And, get it right THEY DI 

Folks, Scott Hall and Kevin Nash do 
not— repeat, DO NOT—work for the 
World Wrestling Federation. 

Even though the Federation is flat- 
tered by the compliment that Ripoff 
chose to not only sign their talent, but to 
exercise the whole kit and caboodle that 
went along with them—don't buy into 
the CON, kids!!! THEY ARE THE 
PROPERTY OF THE COMPETI- 
TION! There is no "war" going on a 
Ripoff would love you to believe! 
There is no US vs. THEM. It’s merely 
Eric Ripoff at his best—trying to fool 
the masses into believing that Hall and 
Nash actually still work for the World 
Wrestling Federation, when, in fact, 
THEY DON'T! 

Next on the agenda. 

“Warrior here... yes the real one, not 














1 imitation or someone 
hiding behind their computer screen 
wishing they could be something they 











|^. ME 


Ripoff Rapes, While Warrior. 
Is Just The Warrior 


will never be. For the last three years of 
my life I've sat back and watched as 
others have spoken for me—some in 
support... some in disapproval—of what 
the Ultimate Warrior represented to the 
world of sports-entertainment... both in 
and out of the ring. I will never... could 





never... 
opinion 
wish to spread about me. In knowing 


can never 





ive up to all the 





judgments and rumors others 


so, 1 chose long ago not to inflict the 
same vi 





expression upon others. 
Therefore, in response to recent rumors 
of my non-appearance at Federation 
events in Indianapolis, Detroit and Pitts- 
burgh, I make the following statement 
from my office in Scottsdale, Arizona: 
Since my return to WrestleMania in 
March, there have been—from day 
one—contractual discussions for one 
reason... Titan Sports has not made the 
finalization of my contract a priority. 
Yet I have fulfilled all aspects of the 
agreement that we DO have, Although 
rumors speculate that iny recent no- 
shows at the listed venues are contrac- 
my father 
passed away. If resolving my personal 


tually related, the truth ii 





issu 





5 and protecting the way I choose 
to believe puts me in the Federation 
doghouse as stated on the money-mak- 
ing 1-900 telephone line... then so be it, 
bow-wow and kiss my ASS! Always 
Believe." Warrior 

(Ultimate Warrior on America On- 
line, July 2, 1996) 

Bow-wow and kiss my ass? 
YOU'VE GOTTA LOVE ITY! 








And, the beat goes on. 

Now, it is no secret to any fan who 
has followed the Federation since the 
late "805 that from the very beginning, 
the history between Titan Sports and 
the Ultimate Warrior has been 
“SHAKY” in every sense of the word, 
Even though everybody has their opin- 
ions as to why, the truth is that the only 
two parties who truly understand—I 
think—are Vince McMahon and the 
Warrior himself. However, 1 do realize 
that many of you wouldn't sleep 
tonight unless 1, the GREAT VIC 
VENOM, put my spin on it! 


Not a man of m: 
when the UI 





perfectly clear! 


Now, I'm not 
a “Warrior соп- 
noisseur" by any 
stretch of the 
imagination. 


The fact is. 





the 
guy about five 


only met 
months ago at 
WrestleMania 
XII. But, being 
the journalist that 
Гат, I had to 
form some kind 
of a relationship 
with him in order 
to do my job ef- 
fectively. I mean, 
the guy may have 
been nuts, but he 
truly an 
Icon! So, over 
the 
months I invested 


was 
following 


some time in getting to know the War- 
rior. No, we were in no way, shape or 
form, “best buds, 
did earn a certain amount of respect for 
him. The bottom line is that the Warrior 





but I must say that I 





as his own way about him. He does 
what he wants to do, when he wants to 
rong belief, loyalty and 
dedication to “his” system, rather than 
“the system of the system.” He walks to 
the beat of a “different drummer” which 
many don’t understand, and many never 





will. You see, even though the World 
Wrestling Federation serves as an 
escape and brings us face-to-face with 
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апу words, but 
ate Warrior has 


something to say—he makes it 


some of our 





nn 





-most fantasies, 
beneath it all—it’s still a business 
And any business—like it or not—has 


rules 





by which they function. Without 
a “solid foundation,” any corporation 
would crumble to the ground. Now, 
here’s the oil and the vinegar. Living 


the “Way of a Warrior 





simply means 
that there are NO rules... with the ex- 


ception of your own, Whether you 





agree with that philosophy or disagree 
with it, you have to respect it. It takes 
à man to stand tall for his beliefs—re- 
gardle: 


they are wrong. 





of whether they are right... or 

In my opinion, the inability to live 
“within” the system is the sole reason 
the Warrior has revolved in and out 
the doors of the World Wrestling Fed- 
eration on so many different occa- 
no black and 
there is no white here. It is merely 
two different—quite different— 
philosophies butting heads, with nei- 
ther side giving much space. It’s nota 


sions. You see, there 





match made in heaven. It never was 
and, perhaps, it never will be. The 
is that both Titan Sports and the Ulti- 
mate Warrior realized that ev 








y time 
going in. So, why keep inking the 





deal, you ask? The answer is simple— 


when the two come together... it's 





magic. 

Magic for both the man... and the 
business. 

MAN, I'M GETTING SO SAPPY 
ГМ GONNA MAKE MYSELF 
PUKE!!! 

I'm outta here! ш 
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Despite the Ink on the Line 


“1 want to thank everyone for being here. 
I'm normally not this choked up, but the 
‘events that have taken place in the past eight 
weeks have changed the future of my life to 
the point where I didn't know whether I was 
going to live or ادم‎ to standing here signing 
а contract for the World Wrestling Federa- 
tion, It's a dream come true. It's an opportu- 
nity that very few athletes get, and I'd like to 
thank J. J. Dillon and Gorilla and the rest of 
my now extended family. Thank you very 
much." —Brian Pillman, June 17, 1996, 
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ANYBODY who knows ANYTHING 
about Brian Pillman had to realize that his 
‘opening monologue at the press conference 
that officially welcomed him to the World 
Wrestling Federation was the biggest crock 
ofs!@#! that ANYONE had ever heard. 
You see, Brian Pillman doesn’t even 
know how to spell the word SINCERE. It's 
а word that's been absent from his personal- 
ity from the day that the doctor sapped him 
оп his baby-fresh ass! The fact is that pro- 
fessional wrestling’s “loose cannon” may 
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By Vince Russo 

very well be the most conceited, arrogant, 
self-serving 5.0.8. that the squared circle 
has ever known!!! Aside from his three 
friends—me, myself and I, Pillman doesn’t 
have an ally in the world. Along the way, he 
has also managed to alienate himself from 
every wrestling organization that owns a 
wrestling ring. And you know why? Be- 
cause that’s the way he prefers it! And, as 
far as the fans are concemed? In his jigsaw 
puzzle mind—minus a few pieces—they are 
more the enemy than the enemy itself! Re- 








cently, when working for an independent 
wrestling promotion based out of Philadel- 
phia, Extreme Championship Wrestling 
(ECW), Pillman merely threatened to "re- 
lieve himself” on the entire first row simply 
because it was something that he “always 
wanted to do." In fact, if the group's pro- 
moter hadn't rushed to ringside—with the 
entire Philadelphia police force—there is no 
doubt that he would have, 

Back to the press conference. 

Moments following that heartfelt open- 
ing monologue, Pillman did what psy- 
chopaths usually do—he uncoiled. 

"Go ahead! Why don't you sit down? I 
think this press conference is now Brian 
“ЕМ? Pillman's press conference! Ladi 
and gentlemen, the “LOOSE CANNON" is 

` here... at your disposal! So go ahead, you 
want the truth? Ask away 

‘The truth? What does Brian Pillman 
consider the truth? That he is just going ما‎ 
limp into the World Wrestling Federation, 
tum it upside-down and sit alone at the top 
stroking his gruffy beard while gesturing at 
the competition below with his lethal 
crutch? According to him, that's exactly his 
planned agenda, 

"Tam here to kick ass! That's what Brian 
Pillman does each and every day of the 
week! 1 don't have a hidden agenda like 
yourself [talking to Dok Hendrix]. I don't 
have to make somebody in the north tower 
of some fancy suite happy! I do what's best 
for my success! That's what's made me the 
greatest athlete that's ever graced the face of 
this sport. My record speaks for itself Is 
there nother questio 

Thave one, Does Brian Pillman have the 
ability to back up his mouth here in the 























World Wrestling Federation? You see, in 
this part of town we're not talking about 40- 
something, over-the-hill “Booker Men.” 
We're talking about some of the finest ath- 
letes in the WORLD who are in the prime of 
their careers, All the profanity on the side of 
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“1 ат here to kick ass! That's what Brian Pillman 
does each and every day of the week!" 


a New York City subway isn't going to pin 
the shoulders of Shawn Michaels to the mat. 
Brian Pillman has to do that—physically. 
“The question: Is he capable of backing up 
his ferocious bark with a bite that is capable 
of breaking 

“People think I'm conceited?! Well, Im 
just convinced Mr. Hendrix... that I'M THAT 
GOOD! Anybody else with this injury (Pill 
тап appeared on crutches due to a severe 
auto accident that he suffered weeks earlier) 
would still be in a hospital bed with IVs stick- 
ing out of him waiting for the nurse to change 
the bedpan, I don’t give а goddamn what the 
hell you think, you and your World Wrestling 
Federation superstars! You get me a medical 
release right now, and I will get out there and 
show them where it's at! 

Are you that good, Brian Pillman? Or, 
are you just a gimping madman with a 
crutch and a lot of talk, My opinion? I be- 
lieve Pillman’s that good. ГЇЇ go even one 
step further—I believe Brian Pillman has 
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the potential to be the Rowdy Roddy Piper 
of the 21st century. Now, I know that’s a lot 
of quilt to fil, but in my view, the “Cannon” 
is more than capable—it’s just a matter of 
his concentrating more on the "walk" than 
the “talk.” You see, Piper didn’t become the 
“Hot Rod” by just slappin’ Superflys around 
with coconuts. He backed up 





venom 





k In. 





with a punishing, brutal, physical a 
the pit he could talk a good game, but once 





on the eanvas—the game got even better! 
‘The fact is that Pillman can roar all he 
wants, but the “Free Ager 
have to back it up in the only pl 
counts between the ropes. If h 
of doing that—and I believe that he is—than 
the World Wrestling Federation—AS WE, 
KNOW IT—may never be the same again! 
“I've had enough of this garbage! You 
can all go back to your 9-5 working class 
hero molds! I'm gonna get the !@#$%! out 
of here! 
Welcome, Brian Pillman. Ut 








now going to 
it 








is capable 
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Editor's Note: World Wrestling | 
Shawn Michaels is Ne Н t 
eris Playgirl magazine. Playgirl's пету with 

€ Heartbreak Kid and the accompanying ро 
spread аге дупаш е. Want to know Shawn's 
tho 8 оп love and what makes a female get his 

icesmsoing? Read it in Playgirl. And here read 
aut what happened behind the scenes when this 


sizzligg story evolved. By Ed Ricciuti È 


Photography by Greg Weiner 
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rom a female standpoint, Judy Cole 
has a job to die for. As editor-in-chief of 
Playgirl magazine, she regularly meets 


and interviews men who, by any defini- 





tion, are the world's hottest males. We 
won't mention names, because we don't 
want to start their competitive testos- 


terone working overt 





ter they read 
what she has to say about Shawn 
Michaels. However, you have seen them 
in magazines, on the television tube and 
screen. They've got great buns, biceps 
and abs, eyes that speak of love, sculpt- 
ed jaws and cheekbones, sensuous lips 
and silver tongues. 

I work with beautiful men all the 
time," she says. You get the impression 
that, while she is by no means jaded 


about it, she is inured to dealing with 


guys who turn the eyes of millions of 
, to put it mildly. 
Shawn Michaels blew her away. 





women gla 








If I didn't love my boyfriend so 
much, I would have been all over 





Shawn like a cheap sı 





t," says Judy. 
g. 


he struts 





"He's gorgeous and terribly appeal 





When he comes into the ri 





and poses. He's cocky. He's all macho 


swagger. But one-on-one with a wom- 





an, he's different. He's sweet, He makes 
you feel that he would do anything for a 
woman he really loved. Hed be a plea- 
sure to live with. I think that he'd even 
take out the trash." 


"f | didn't love my boyfriend 


so much, | would have been all 
over Shawn like a cheap suit." 





Judy, talking while standing near a 
life 





ze cut-out of Shawn in her of- 
fice, continued her expert assessment 
of the Heartbreak Kid."He is remark 
ably good-looking. You can't take 
your eyes off him—hello.” 

Pla; 
viewed Shawn in the World Wrestling 
Federation gym in Stamford, Connecti: 





irl's jal honcho inter- 














cut, where she noted that he has 





car- 
perfect chest and abs.” So magnetic is 
Shawn, she says, "You can't take your 
eyes off hi 





. He's part of the Federa- 
tion's New Generation—sexier, smarter 
and upsc 
в 


Judy's interview with Shawn took 


And he was a pleasure 10 






work w 





hours. She began after he had finished 
pumping some heavy iron. He was drip- 
ping with sweat as he sat next to her — 
a few inches away—on a bench in the 
gym. She locked up with his "blue- 


green eyes" and 
admits that she 
wondered about 
reaching out and 
touching that 


muscular chest, 





covered with 
"golden-bronzed 
curls," the object 


of a million fe- 





male fantasies. 
When it came to 


matters of sex, 





love and what attracts Shawn most 





about a woman, her questions were pen- 
etrating, and his answers got right down 
to the nitty- 

Judy queried the Heartbreak Kid 
about how he feels showing off his 
body. She asked the Boy Toy what 
tums him on most about a female. She 


ty of the issue, 





even had him reveal the last pick-up 
line that actually worked on him. And, 
in answer to all her questions, Shawn 
came absolutely clean. 

For all Judy's enthusiasm about 
Shawn, however, the idea of inte 








ing him did not originate with h 


woman who works for another 





zine in our building is a gr 





Wrestling Federation fan,” says 
"She brought me a poster of Shawn and 
told me that I had to put him in Playgirl. 
1 did some research and realized how 
many people out there watched the 
World Wrestling Federation and knew 
it was a win-win situation." And that's 
how it all came about, 

Aft 





Judy finished her interview 


with Shaw 





he did a bit more personal 
research."I asked him if he was tick- 
lish,” she says. "He told me he wasn't. 
So 1 decided to find out if he was tellin 
the truth. I reached out and tickled the. 





sole of his foot. 1 found out that he's not 
ticklish at all." ш 
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More Comfort able. 





M L XL XXL 05004 $21.90 













#5 absolutely the Sunniest 
‘tank top in the world! Buy it and 
start chillin’. Black. 100% Cotton. 
Made in USA. 

MLXLXXL 06007 $19.90 











рар yourself up with 
Sunny in your new beautiful 
100% Cotton Velour Towel. It's 
BIGI] 30"x60". Made in USA. 
06006 $24.90 


atch a breeze with your 
favorite star, Sunny. Don't just 
say "stay cool"-BE COOL. 
White. 100% Cotton Tank Top. 
Made in USA. 

MLXLXXL 06008 $21.90 





n't forget—for every $35 you 
Spend, you get $2 in SLAMBUCKS!! 
Use these "BUCKS" Far discounts on 
more great stuff from the World 
Wrestling Federation ProShop!l! 


WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION? 





CALL: 1-815-734-1156 
Hours 7:30 am-10:30 pm Central Time 


OR SEND ALL ORDERS To: 57 proshop, 
9.0. Box 744, Mt. Morris, IL 61054 


We Accept: Visa/MasterCard, money 
orders, checks. No cash ple 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 
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The Night The Lights 


In Your House ЕТІН 








in the early 1970s, about the 


me time many of you were still 






getting over Woodstock, a song by Vic- 
Ki Lawrence took the nation by storm. 
“The Night the Lights Went Out in 
Georgia” rose to the top of the charts 
and was played on the radio daily. Too 
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bad she couldn't wait 26 more years to 
release it! It would have sold MIL- 
LIONS in South Carolina! 

On May 26, the World Wrestling 
Federation held In Your House: Beware 
of Dog in Florence, South Carolina, for 





a packed house and a massive pay-per- 


It was set to be 





view audience, The 
a blockbuster event—big-time matches, 
from top to bottom. All three Federation 
titles were on the line, 

But, like a scene out of “Twister,” 
the sky turned black 
Civic Center soon followed. The rest of 


and the Florence 
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By ВИ Banks 


what happened that night is history. 
Right around the time Savio Vega was 
to enter the ring for his match with 
Stone Cold Steve Austin, lightning 
crashed, and the screen went black for 
millions of viewers across the world 
Unless you were in the Florence Сіуіс 
Center that night, called the Federation 
900-number or joined the Federation, 
Online for live coverage on AOL, you 
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1 


were shut out of the action—three 
matches that very few people ever saw, 
let alone know the details of. 

Despite the fact that those three 
matches were once again rescheduled 
two days later on pay-per-view live, 
many wonder what the re- 
sults of the matches that 
took place on that hi 
toric night. What hap- 
pened in the dark dur- 

ing the Goldust vs. 
Undertaker match? 








Which one of the 
two was shoved into 
the casket? Who 
won the Strap Match 
between Savio Vega 
and Stone Cold 
Steve Austin? Did 
Savio become a 
chauffeur that night? 
And not many peo- 
ple got to see two 


mountains collide 


остов е 





faced Vader. Which BIG man won? 
Those matches may have happened 
with the lights off... but now, thanks to 
World Wrestling Federation Raw Mag- 
azine, you won't be in the dark any- 
more! The following are NEVER- 





R 1996 





Awe 


before-seen pictures of that night, 
‚CLUSIVI 


find these anywhere else! The lights 








with EX 





results. You won't 





went out in Florence, South Caroli 





а, 
last May 26—but no one can stop 
World Wrestling Б 





deration Raw from 





turning the lights back on! 
The S ne Cold Steve 


Austin Strap Match was eagerly antici- 






vio Vegas 


pated from the very start of the 





millions of fans wanted to see whether 


or not the Latin Sensation would be- 





come a chauffeur for the Million Dollar 
Man. 


peared on the screen of millions of pay- 


But. due to the. 





act that snow ap- 


per-view buyers? homes at about the 


P TE 








time Savio was walking into the 
ring, по one got to see how in fact Ted 
DiBiase did nothing to help his protegé 
that night, 

During the match, the crowd erupted 





for the first time since the power outage 
when the loud slap of Stone Cold hit- 


ting Sa 





vio with the strap echoed in the 
arena. Savio countered with a kick to 
the groin, which sent Stone Cold in 
agony lo the mat. The Latin Sensation 
placed Austin on the top rope—a super- 
plex soon followed. The action then 
spilled out of the ring. Savio and Austin 
spent over five minutes on the outside 
of the ring in the dark at one point—and, 
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DiBiase did nothing! On 
more than one occasion, 
Stone Cold distracted the 
referee while Savio was 
left alone with DiBiase 
оп the ropes—not even a 
slap to the face! 

Do you often wonder 
why Stone Cold doesn’t 
Ted? Do you 
wonder why Austin re- 





even mi 





grets having DiBias 
‘manager in the first place 
now? At the end of the 
match, the Million Dollar 
Man saw Savio following 
Austin from behind as he 





asa 


tagged the comers. Stone 
Cold didn’t even reali: 





Savio was doing this until 
the bell sounded and 
Vega's hand was raised in. 
victory! Not a peep from. 
DiBiase the entire time... 
not a word came from 





his mouth about what was 

happening. All that Di- 

Biase could do was clap 

his hands and yell "Let's 
go, Steve!” 





Honest mistake, you say? Maybe 
DiBiase didn’t see what Savio was do- 
ing? Two nights later, again DiBiase 
saw Savio pulling the same trick! Just 
as Austin was about to touch the last 
comer, Vega touched it first... where 
was the Million Dollar Man this time? 
He actually saw it happening! DiBiase 
couldn't use the lighting as 
this 
why A\ 
man who was anything but a manager 





excuse 





е. No need to ever wonder again 





stin is happy to be rid of the. 


to him that night in Florence! 

That night in the pitch black, Vader 
battled the master of the Banzai Drop, 
Yokozuna, Not many people know that 





св Е В” ty 97550. 








Yokozuna pinned Vad- 
er's shoulders to the mat 
that night... but in the 
mind of Cornette him- 
self, the deck was 
stacked against Vader 
from the opening bell. 
Was it be 
wasn’t trained to see in 


ise Vader. 





the dark? Maybe it was 
because Yoko had more 
than a month out of the 


ring to rest. Comette has 





“historica 





a more " out- 





look on it. 
“Everyone knows the 


Japa 





se have great vi- 
sion in the dark,” Cor- 
nette said. “You may 
think Pearl Harbor hap- 
pened during the day, 
but let me tell you some- 
thing, the books are ALL 
wrong! My grandpappy told 

me that it happened in the dark, a fact 
very few people know! The government, 
covered up this fact! That stinkin’ 





Yokozuna had every 
Vader in the dark!” 


And as much as we would like to 


vantage over 


dispute that 





Cornette may have a 
point. Clearly, because the match only 
lasted about 10 minutes 





you could tell 
that Vader was having a hard time see- 
ing in the dark, While on the outside, he 
is head. 

was it making it that much more diffi- 








kept tugging at the muzzle on 


cult for him to see? Yokozuna, on the 
other hand, was bouncing off the ropes 
like a cat, He had no problem seeing 
where he was going in the ring. Vader 
tried to counter with a barrage of fists, 
but it wasn’t enough. Yokozuna threw 
Vader over the top rope, let him back in 
and then finished off the Roc! 


tain monster with a backdrop. 


y Moun- 
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Мо one can dispute that 
Yokozuna was indeed well- 
rested that night. Having been 
out of the ring for an entire 





month because hi 





leg was 
broken, Yokozuna didn’t have 
to spend an entire month trav- 
eling like Vader did. I don't 
care how big and tough Vader 
is—a month on the 
450-pound man can zap all the 
energy out of you 





for a 





We may not like what Jim 
Cornette has to say about 
Yokozuna, but in all fairness, 
he states some interesting 
points. The fact is that Vader 
had trouble seeing in the dark 
ted 
shoulders to 
1 








body put Vader’ 
the mat for the 1-2- 





The final match to take place 
in the dark that night was for the Inter- 
continental Championship. But this 


wasn't going to any normal match—a 





giant oak casket was going to decide 


who would be the champ after the 





match was over. It was the Undertaker 
уз. Goldust 
fought with the lights off. You would 


a match that would be 








think that the darkness of Florence 


would be the perfect environment for 
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the Grim Reaper to destroy the 
Golden One. Well, it almost 
happened... but thanks to five 
other Federation superstars, the 
Undertaker was the one who 
امع‎ buried that night. 

‘The Undertaker did every- 
thing but destroy Goldust that 
night in the dark. If you were 
inside the Civic Center, you 


saw how the Undert 





ker took 





everything Goldust could dish 
out, only to puni 





h him 10 


times worse, Countl 





d the 


challenger went to the outside 






both the champion a 


of the ring to pummel one an- 
other on the ring steps and the 
railing. After a flurry of 
clotheslines and kicks to the 
d 
iside the ring, the 


stomach, Goldust was wea 








down. Back 
Grim Reaper had seen enough of 
Goldust. One chok 
stone piledriver later, the actor was sure 


Jam and а Tomb- 





to be lying face down in the ت‎ 
but like a bad flashba 
was about to relive а horrify- 


isket— 





the Undertaker 





ing night from his past two 





years ago. 
Back in January 1994, 
the Undertaker had his 





ghis set on winning the 
Federation Title in a Cas- 
ket Match. This 


would prove to be the first 





night 


time Paul Bearer would 


see his man locked inside 





his own casket, As the Un- 
dertaker was putting the 
finishing touches on 
Yokozuna, out from the 
locker room came 10 Fed- 
eration superstars, Every 
opportunistic vulture in 
the Federation who wanted 








a crack at the Grim Reaper's bones hov- 
егей over him and savagely beat him 
until he was locked in his casket... 
where he rested in peace for months. 

Now the same thing was happening 
to the Grim Reaper in the dark of Flo- | 
тепсе, As the Undertaker was 
about to roll Goldust into the 
casket and slam the door shut, 
Vader, Hunter Hearst-Helms- 
ley, Isaac Yankem D.D.S, 
Justin “Hawk” Bradshaw and 
Stone Cold Steve Austin saw 
to it that there would be no 
new Intercontinental Champi- 
on that night. Stuffing him in- 
ket, the Undertak- 
saw Ше same бак 





side the ca 





er 





witnessed two years ago at the 
Royal Rumble. One must 
is all di 
by Marlena from the very 
beginning? Had Marlena seen 
the Grim Reaper's weakness 
by watching and studying the 
events as they unfolded at the 


wonder... was ted 
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1994 Royal Rumble? 

Whether you are alive or dead, there 
was no way the Undertaker was going 
to get back up from the beating of 
these five men after a 20-minute’ war 
wi Goldust Fononly іс колік | 
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in his career that night, 
the Undertaker was put 
inside his own casket, 
Many people have 
heard the story of the 
Lost City of Atlantis, 
Countless tales have 
been told about the lost 
Holy Grail. Now the sto- 
ry of the Lost In Your 
House matches can be 
told. That night, only a 
select handful of people 
actually witnessed what 
happened in the dark. 
The lights may have 
come back on in time to 
see Shawn Michaels and 
the British Bulldog bat- 
tle, but for much of the 


| evening the world was in the dark. Vic- 


ki Lawrence let the lights go out in 
Georgia 26 years ago... but because of 
the World Wrestling Federation, South 
Carolina will be singing a different tune 
for many years to come. M 
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UNE 





-DOY IOOKS 





OD 


ore-packaged 





e remembers that time 


with more than a hint of 





bitterness. ""Stunning' is 
fine if you're a male mod- 
el," he sneers, his golden strands shorn 


and whol 





esome features contorted by a 
mixture of 





ner demons and time spent 


in swe: ums. "But Im 





ked gymna: 





a wrestler. There's nothing stunning 
about twisting 





їз limbs until they 
pop, rubbing your knuck 





s against 
bare flesh, walking up those ring steps 
when your body's still aching from the 
beating you took the night before, To 





make it in the World Wrestling Federa- 
tion, you have to have a stone cold 
heart. ‘Cause when the curtain comes 
down, and you're too ba 





ged up to 
wrestle another day, ‘stunning’ won't get 





you a bus ticket home. 





colo 








Today, the Steve Austin fans see on 
television is the Steve Austin wrestlers 
know in the dressing room... the Steve 
Austin who comes to the ring to fight 
and—win or lose—goes home with his 


‘opponent wondering what makes this 








guy so angry, 
"This past June, Austin proved to а 
skeptical public that he was the real 
deal, bulldozing his way through the 
rigorous King of the Ring tournament, 
then vanquishing the dynamic Marc 
Mero and legendary Jake " 
Roberts in the finals. 
1 don't lil 





[he Snake" 





of- 
fers Savio Vega, the rough-and-tumble 


е the man too much 





street fighter from the South Bronx 
who's been tangling with the Stone 
Cold brawler on and off for the last sev- 


eral months. "But there 





omething 





By Keith Elliot Greenberg 


MAN 


ШШЕ 


itinum locks 
grudgingly, 
t suit his 


about him I have to respect. He's not in 
the World Wrestling Federation be- 
cause he wants the glory. He's not in 
the World Wrestling Federation be- 
cause he likes the money. He's not in 





the World Wrestling Federation be- 
cause he thinks itl get him into the 
in the World Wrestling 


Federation because he likes to bang 





movies, He's 








heads, And I'm the perfect guy to bang 
his head right back." 

Fans who watched the May In Your 
House pay-pei 





iew vividly remember 
the headbanging brawl between Vega 
and Austin. The two went after each 
other in a Caribbean Strap Match. The 
rules 





ulated that each man would be 
bound to the other by a leather strap. 
The 
adversary, then drag him to all four 


winner would have to tie up his 





corners of the ring. And—even though 
io was more expe 


of battle- 


wed at this type 
Austin was touted to take the 
Cold 


so confident that his manager, Ted 


contest. In fact, Ston ve was 


DiBiase, vowed to leave the World 


Wrestling Fed. 


ation if Vega emerged 
triumphant, 

Near the end of the skirmish, Austin 
had Savio just where he wanted the 
popular Puerto Rican to be. Vega was 
on his knees and being pulled from one 
turnbuckle to the next. What Austin 
didn't realize was that Vega was also 


touching the corners, planning to turn 


the tide on his opponent at the last 
moment. After the third buckle was 
passed, Savio decided to engage his foe 


Austin yanked on the 


in a tug of war. 


strap—and Vega flew into the fourth 
turnbuckle, making contact with it to 
eam the victory 
As a result, DiBiase—the man who 
first recruited Austin into the World 
Wrestling Federation and taught him a 
lethal variation of the sleeperhold— 
was exiled to the lower reaches of the 
mat wars. 
was pretty mad," Austin admits. 


1 mean, 1 kicked Savio's butt, and he 


cheated me out of a win. And now I 
didn’t have a manager. But you wanna 
I didn't need Ted 
DiBiase. He made this big عل‎ 


himself, like he's the one who taught me 


know something? 


out of 


all his wisdom. If it wasn't for him, he 
liked to say, I'd be wrestling in some 
little cow town, pining for the 4 

when my name would be on the mar- 
quee in the World Wrestling Federation. 
Well, he's the one who belongs in the 
cow town. l'd be in the World Wrestling 
Federation today even if Ted DiBiase 
was never born. That's where I be- 


long—in the middle of the ring, with 











the referee raising my hand. And every 
body else better just stand back and 





cept the cruel truth. 

Austin has been making waves with 
such frank comments since his first 
wrestling match in the now-defunct 
World Class Championship Wrestling 
promotion, based in Dallas. Once, 
World Class Championship Wrestling 
had been an internationally acclaimed 
territory. The Von Erich brothers were 
the group's stars, packing in fans at the 


Dallas Sportatorium. But by the time 








days were over. World 


Class Championship Wres- 
tling was a shadow of its 
former self, and Austin 
wasn't 100 happy about it 
"If I wı 





nted to play in 





the minors,” he said, "I 
would've picked baseball. 
Soon, World Class 
Championship Wrestling 
4 


Austin moved to another 


went out of business, 





southern promotion, World 
Championship Wrestling 
This is where the Stone 
Cold grappler was given 
the label "Stunning Steve. 
To add insult to injury, he 
and Brian Pillman, another 
no-nonsense ruffian, were 
paired up and christened 
the Hollywood Blonds 
The front-offi 





е staff may 
have seen them as pretty 
boys, but and 
Pillman were down-and- 


Austin 





dirty scrapers, pinching 
the territory's tag team 
belts from Rick Steamboat 
and Shane Douglas on 
March 3, 1993. 


Striking 








ut on his own 





as a singles competitor, Austin won the 





group's U.S. title on two occasions 
from Dustin Rhodes on Dec. 27, 1993, 
and from St 


Sept. 18, 1994. 


imboat—via forfeit —on 





True, he was arrogant. But he was 





also a gifted competitor who, time and 
again, overshadowed his fellow World 
Championship Wrestling performers. 
He claims that the powers that be in the 
territory overlooked his assets, keeping 
him out of the spotlight for political 


reasons. This was no way to gratify a 





wrestler who alr 





ady ip 
And, earlier this year, 


ad a large 
on his shoulder 
he finally fought his way into the 
the World Wres- 





majors, debuti 





ting Federation. 

In an organization spilling over with 
noteworthy newcomers, Austin rose to 
the top. Mere months after his first 
World Wre: 


Austin wasn't just a main event 





ling Federation card, 


he 





was King of the Ring. 
To say he's found contentment 
would be a fallacy. To put it bluntly, 


Austin is a bitter man 





ind probably 


wouldn't be happy anywhere. But at 





least he's being ma 





ched against 





opponents of comparable aptitude, and 
nobody in a suit and tie has attempted to 


suppress his Stone Cold nature. Now, 





with DiBiase gone, Austin is fully in 





control of his career. Whether he 
thrives or fails is a matter of his own 
skill 


His future achievements may be 


nd determination, 








, spectacular and dramatic. 





But Austin swears they'll never be 





stunning 








World Wrestling Federation Champión Shawn Michaels. Midway 
through this non-title таан Ме: drove: Goldust head-first into, 


SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 





-— — 
the Steel Op leading up (o the ring, causing “Hollywood” to bleed 


рейік Alter the match Goldust was taken to a nearby hospital 
where a specialist diagnosed hi 
closed him up with 20 sche. 











having a concussion and 
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4: a woman who 


ee a Ар ae 
е еде al) Feel 
fom he ыы 


J like lo be Irealed 
will respect 1 jou да 
Ше a lady, lieu you 


will be Irealédas ove. 


e. A slron 
ands up 





sel}. A woman who 
slrives lo be her besl 
and always Ihinks 
posilively. А 
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Superstar Fact Sheet 





NAME: Sable навит: 7 6” 

WEIGHT: 118 lbs. _ 

BIRTH DATE: -Айм sth Қ 0-0 al 81 

BIRTHPLACE: Florida 

амвтом 16 be manager of Ihe alate A М == 
Champion. I lenow Ihe AJildman has what il lakes lo " us there. 


токмоко, Aman Who is self-assured and kuows where he is going, 














mumwoms, Someone who is rude or mean and has ио sel{-esleem 





way Love THe wonin warsrung enero: I'M proud to be associaled 


wilh such a fine organization aud lo have the epporhuilu lo travel the 
world, тесни во many wonderful people. 











вашаншв была ТРАП, ل‎ Fain to slay inthe best shape possible, 
bul my all-time favorile would be Ihe 2uildmau! 

. لي‎ Іш, hare, of course! 
wear 1 ғаш, asuene ro; love lo cuddle, uice long bubble ball followed by 

















a greal body massage. Thal would really make me purr! 











Sable relaxing... and Мада walle ow the wild side! 























223] omen have 


come so far. I feel il is a 
ersonal choice. I would 
ike lo see women sel г 

tor themselves aud be 

wherever they choose lo be 
in life. Lite is whal you 
make of il, y си en 

and whal pul io il. 
















the World Wrestling 
ampion, that makes 
superstar in the 


с now that ат 
Federation Chi 
me the biggest 
world..and eve 

bigger is better! 














And when it comes t0 acne pads, 
r than supersize 


| Shawn Michaels 
arid Wrestling Federation Champion 
nothing is bigger 
Stri-Dex. And nothing without а 
prescription is stronger! 
Isn't that better? 





STRIDEX PRESENTS 
“. sundgy, 18 
RE man да 






Enter the Stri-Dex/ 
World Wrestling Federation” Sweepstakes! 


STRIDE ا‎ WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION® 


CGUMMERSLAN 


SWEEPSTAKES 


GRAND PRIZE - A trip for four to a World Wrestling Federation 
Pay-Per-View event! 
5 FIRST PRIZES - World Wrestling Federation" Pay-Per-View 
event subscription at home! (Refund by Май) 
50 SECOND PRIZES - Custom World Wrestling Federation” T-Shirt! 
50 THIRD PRIZES - World Wrestling Federation" SummerSlam’ Poster! 


* Prize structure: This prize list represents one drawing. There will be 10 drawings in total, 
‘one national drawing and nine regional drawings. See rules for locations and details. 


No purchase necessary. Entry forms are available at these participating stores: 
























ooo 


heinens 
DAVES= 


= super 


Acme Super Center 
Acme Express 







Seo back of entry form for rules, regulations, and details. Sweopstakos limited to U.S. residents, age 14 
years of age and older. If no forms аге avallable, you can enter the Sweepstakes by mailing your name, 
‘age, address and telephone number on a 3х5 index card to: 
Sti-Dex World Wresting Federation SummerSlam? Sweepstakes, 
Р.О. Box 887, White Plains, NY 10604. 
(All entries must be postmarked by September 30, 1996.) 
I you'd lke a copy of the rules, and none are availabe at the nearest participating retailer, send a sell 
‘addressed, stamped envelope (VT and WA residents may omit stamp) to Ihe above address. | STRENGTH. 
MAXIMUM >!" 


Check out SummerSlam’ and the SummerSlam” Sweepstakes on the 
World ing Federation home page on 
‚American On-Line from July 22nd to September Ist. 


Remember Stri-Dex. And you could be a big winner! 


The Story of 


“The Texas Tornado” 
Kerry Von Erich 


о most people who met him, 

Kerry Von Erich seemed to be lead- 

charmed life. Blessed with a 

agnificent physique, superb athlet- 

c ability and matinee idol good looks, 

the "Texas Tornado" was born with 
gifts elusive to the average person. 

In the ring, he won the World 
Wrestling Federation Intercontinental 
Title from Mr, Perfect, Away from the 
arena, he was a gracious spokesperson 
for the sport of kings, charming celebri- 
ties and politicians with his soft-spo- 
ken modesty, lecturing youngsters 
about the importance of a good edu 
tion, speaking out about his own re 
tionship with the Lord in churches as 
well as on television shows, using his 
‘own personal time to telephone termi- 
nally ill children and offer them words 


of encouragement. 


By Keith Elliot Greenberg 





#2 
8° 








from Madison Square 
noticed a man snatching a woman's 


purse. Foolishly, the robber ran toward 


Kerry, and the Te: 





as Tornado simply 





extended his tree trunk of a forearm and 
clotheslined him. Perching himself 


squarely on top of the groggy criminal, 








Von Erich asked the astonished wit- 





nesses to call police. Then he handed 
the pocketbook back to the woman and 


said, with almost childlike 





Sorry for your trouble, ma'am. 
That was the Kerry the public saw— 


М 


RAW 


big and tough, but kind-hearted and 
4 for others. "He's a 
would say. And, 





conci 





ne 
young man," people 
toa large degree, they were right. 
Unfortunately, there was another 
side to Kerry Von Erich. Despite his 


That was the Kerry the public saw—big and 
tough, but kind-hearted and concerned for 
others... to a large degree, they were right. 





youth and success, he was haunted by 
bitter memories caused by the deaths 


of four of his six brothers. In 199: 








just 33 years old, he left the trials of 
the mat forever, joining the brothers he 
зо desperately missed. 

It wasn't supposed to be 
this way. Kerry, after all, 
was the son of the great 

Fritz Von Erich, the 


master of the 





on 
claw"—a hold that con- 
sisted of placing one оГ 
his big paws on an op- 
ponents face and 
squeezing the temples 
until the man submit- 
ted. Fritz trained his 
sons in the ways of the 
ring, hoping they'd rule 
the mat wars one day. 
But very early on, 
tragedy struck. 

In 1959, the oldest 
child, Jack, then just 6 
years old, touched a 
live wire in the middle 
of a storm. The boy was 
jolted unconscious and 
fell into a puddle, 


where he drowned. 





s absence would 
йу 


Jac! 
forever be Гей 





gatherings, but the f 





ily tried to move on. 

By the early 1980s, 
the Von Erichs were the 
first family of Texas 
wrestling. Fritz was run- 
ning the now-defunct 
World Class Champi- 
onship Wrestling pro- 
motion in Dallas, and 
his sons Kerry, Kevin, 
David and Mike were its 


stars. A younger son, 





watched the action from the 


stands, w 





iting for the day he'd grow up 
and stand beside his famous brothers 
between the ropes. 

Then, in 1984, during 
Japan, David was found dead in his ho- 


a tour of 





tel room. The cause: a sudden inflam- 





mation of the intestines. Back in Texas, 


the Von Erichs were dev: 





ied by the 
news. But three months later, in front of 
an extremely partisan hometown crowd 


at Te: 





Stadium, Kerry beat Ric Flair 
for the old National Wrestling Alliance 
(NWA) tit 
the media he 





Tornado told 





The 1 






'd won the belt for hi: 


brother. Still, some believe that, beneath. 





the euphoria, Kerry was already dab- 
bling in drugs to numb the pain, 
Apparently, so was his brother Mike. 
In April, 
drug placidyl, a drug used to battle de- 


1987, he overdosed on the 


pression. Kerry's emotions were fraz- 
led. Tales of his substance abuse prob- 





lems circulated around wrestling dress- 
ing rooms. But in 1990, he signed with 
the World Wrestling Federation, 
promising a fresh start, And Federation, 
off 


him a chance. The Tornado wi 








5 were more than willing to give 





gen- 
teman, they concluded, and a fine 


wrestler. After all the misfortune he'd 





experienced, he deserved a break. 
He got off to an incredible start, 
shocking the wrestling world by snaring 


the World Wrestling Federation Inter- 





continental Championship from Mr. 
Perfect at SummerSlam 90, Before Per- 
fect could formulate an offense, Kerry 
smashed him with the Texas Tornado 
discus punch and covered him for the 


thr 





count. Perhaps Perfect should 


Von Erich was out to prove a 
point. The past would not track 
him to the Federation. Here, 
he’d be a new man. 

































































—, have trained harder for this contest; he But Von Erich also was ош to prove 


later conceded that he took the а point. The past would not track him to 
newcomer to the World the World Wrestling Federation. Here, 


Wrestling Feder- — he'd be a new man. 





n much Sadly, other forces were working 


too lightly. ^ against him, He lost the Intercontinental 
Title when Million Dollar Man Ted 
DiBiase interfe 
ing the Tornado with the championship 
belt. And, in 1991, Chris Von Erich also 
took his life. Like his brothers, 
Chris had yearned for 
the glory of the 
squared circle. But 


in a rematch, clonk- 





his asthmatic condi- 
tion and recurring in- 
juries, among other 
factors, prevented 
him from ever 
making it past a 
certain level. 


Chris was 
found on 
the family 





ranch with a 

suicide note 
nearby, the 
7 victim of a gun- 
shot wound. He 
was just 21 years old. 
Kerry was finding it 
harder and harder to 
cope. He told 
World Wrest 
Federation offi- 





cials that he 


drug problem, and they encouraged him 
to check into a rehabilitation program, 
The Tornado was reassured that he 
could take all the time he needed. 
е for him in the Feder- 





he returned, 
ind showed 





Von Erich did returt 
signs of brilliance in the ring. But his 
old demons continued to follow him. 
He'd arrange for his fellow wrestlers to 

ick him up at the airport, then never ar- 








jometimes he wouldn't sl 


rive. 
the arena. Eventually, his 
him, and the World Wrestling Federa- 





tion let him go. 

In January 1993, he was arrested for 
cocaine possession. He already was on 
probation for other drug charges, and 
now was facing the possibility of a long 
jail term. On February 18, 1993, he bor- 
rowed his father’s jeep, drove to a quiet 
spot and shot himself in the chest. Left 
behind were his two daughters, Holly 
and Lacey. 

In other stories about the Von Erich 
family, Fritz has been depicted as some- 
illain. If he hadn't driven his 
so hard, some allege, maybe all 


thing of 
boy 
these awful things would not have oc- 








curred. But no father, regardless of the 





to suffer 





s that he's made, deserve 
the way Fritz Von Erich has 





And no person—particularly one as 
talented and good-natured as Kerry 
Von 
deep inner torment that afflicted the 
s Tomado. M 





h—deserves to experience the 





THE TEN GREATEST INTERCONTINENTAL 


CHAMPIONS 


OF ALL TIME 


The World Wrestling Federation Intercontinental Belt was first captured by the legendary Pat Patterson in 1979 after a 














grueling tournament in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Since that time, it's been one of the most important championships in the 
sport of kings. Some have used the Intercontinental Title as a springboard to the World Wrestling Federation Champi- 
onship. Others have concentrated only on the prestige of the belt, building their own status in the World Wrestling Federa- 
tion while expanding the legacy of the strap. 

When the editors of this publication sat down to argue over the 10 top Intercontinental Champions, emotions were heated, 
In some ways, the fraternity of Intercontinental titleholders boasts a more talented array of athletes than any other catego- 
13. After all, Pedro Morales, Diesel, Row 





Roddy Piper, Ravishing Rick Rude, Ricky "The Dragon" Steamboat, Goldust, 


the British Bulldog, Jeff Jarrett and "Texas Tornado" Kerry Von Erich have all worn the Intercontinental Belt—and those 


are the guys who didn't make the list! By Keith Elliot Greenberg 


tercontinental crown, playing the role 
of both champion and challenger. In the 
carly 1980s, when belts like the (с 





Sone will ques- 


tion why Valentine 


American Wrestling Association ў 
(AWA) and Missouri State Champi- 
onships still existed, Valentine gave the 













was named No. 
10 while so Intercontinental Belt a unique promi- 
many other 


gifted ath- 


nence, positioning it far and above the 
other titles, He didnt play by the rules, 
nor was he particularly gracious to fans, 
but "The Hammer" cherished the title 
and embodied its merits. 


#9, MACHO MAN RANDY SAVAGE 


V Vien did Macho Man Randy Sav- 


reer reach its pinnacle? Some 


letes were 
left off of 
Щ the гоп 
Тһе rea- 
7 son is 

that, like 
А Tito Ѕап- 
f 


tana and Ra- 





zor Ramon, in 1988 when he scored his 


Valentine first World Wrestling Federation Title 


devoted a win. And others insist it was two years 


sizable earlier, when Savage surprised Tito 





chunk of Santana with a foreign object and stole 
his career the Intercontinental Вей from him at 
tothe In- Boston Garden. The Macho Man's 


ост 








method of victory was almost irrele- 





vant, The fact was that Savage's mo- 





mentum—"Macho Madness," as he 


called it—was soaring. And the Inter- 





continental victory only added to the 
energy. Savage's win transformed him 
from a rough and tumble daredevil to a 
mat 


с athlete, Between the Santana 








upset and Savage's Intercontinental Ti- 


Че loss to Ricky "The Dragon" Steam- 





boat at WrestleMania III, the Macho 
Man reconstructed himself into one of 
the leaders of the mat wars. 


and "The Magnificent Muraco," this hu- 


"Тһе Rock" 





man volcano from the shores of Hawaii 
established himself in the early 1980s as 


the Intercontinental champ who would- 
n't surrender his gem. In one encounter, 
he fought Jimmy "Superfly" Snuka in a 
cage at New York's Madison Square 
Garden. At a critical moment, the chal- 
lenger hip-tossed the titlist out the door 
of the pen—earning Muraco the victo- 


ry. Such close 





alls—and the heartiness 





и One took into each title 





allowed Muraco to squeeze 
out men like the British Bulldog, Ricky 


Steamboat, Pedro Morales and others 





who believe they belong on this list 


47. BAD СОУ RAZOR RAMO! 


К... Ramon—Razor Ramon had 
many ups and downs during his storied 
career іп the World Wrestling Federa- 
tion—and most of them revolved 
around the Intercontinental Champi: 
ad Guy" 
from the streets of Havana and Miami, 


onship. Ramon, the Cuban 





was the only four-time World Wrestling 





Federation Intercontinental titlist in his- 
tory. Despite his many other attributes, 
Ramon defined himself by the belt 
Without it, he appeared to be lost, Part 
Shawn Michaels often al- Е 
ludes to his SummerSlam 95 ladder BE 


of the reason 





match win over Ramon as a special vic 


x El 


prior ladder match for the In- 





tory is that Razor bested the Heartbr 
Kid in a 





tercontinental Title at WrestleMania X. 















World Wrestling Federation claiming to centered much of his career around the 
be the most incredi 
р! 
himself "Mr, Perfect, 





any wrestlers c 





опе individual who 









le athlete on the Intercontinental Championship. While 


















net. When Curt Hennig re-christened 





he needed a feat 
to validate his words, It happened when 
the Ultimate Warrior vacated the Inter- 
continental Championship after his 
WrestleMania VI World Wres- 
tling Federation Title win over 


Hulk Hogan, A tournament was 





held to crown a new Interconti- 
nd Mr. Perfect 
rose above the pack. 





nental kingpin, 





aring the prize. 


Despite his boasts, Hennig wasn't a 













others viewed the belt as a launcl 
"perfect" champion—he lost the belt to рони for other things, Tito saw the title 
Texas Tornado” Kerry Von 





for what it was: 





among the 








Erich, then won it back a 





greatest trophies an athlete 





short time later. But he was a 





could acquire. The fiery 






great one. Had he not been | 
injured before his match at (а 
SummerSlam '91—the night 






Mexican prepared for 





every title defense as 
if his life depended 







he finally dropped the belt to on the outcome, usu- 
ally beating his 


opponents 






Bret Hart —some experts Ў 






contend he could have bro- 
ken the Honky Tonk 
Man 
lo 





record for 





t Intercon- 





tinental Title. 











with the flying elbow or figure four 
leglock. Santana's attitude about the 
belt rubbed off on his fellow gladiators. 
Subsequent champions have expressed 


the desire to defend the Intercontinental 





Belt with the same degree of class as 


Т Honky Tonk Man's dom 


the Intercontinental Title picture 


ince of 





ded 





abruptly at SummerSlam '88 when the 
Ultimate Warrior careened into the ri 





overwhelmed his foe within seconds 
and wrapped the belt around 
The Warrior was a new phenomenon in 





waist. 


the World Wrestling Federation, and his 
Intercontinental victory established him 


as more than just the "flavor of the 
week." Many cont 





nd that, during his 
Intercontinental tenure, the Warrior was 
more popular than the World Wrestling 


Federation Champion at the time, Hulk 





Hogan—the man he'd eventually de- 


throne for that title at WrestleMania VI. 





#3. HONKY TONK MAN 
Wi. the rest of his stay in the 


World Wrestling Federation was any- 
thing but championship-caliber, many 
fans have forgotten that the Honk 


Tonk Man is the longest reigning Inter- 





continental titlist of all time. He snared 
the championship from Ricky "The 
Dragon” Steamboat in 1987 in a shock- 


ing upset, then held onto the belt until 





RAW 





5 
Man Randy 





lam '88. In between, Macho 
е, Jake "The Snake" 
Roberts, Hacksaw Jim Duggan and 
Barber” Beefcake all lined 
up to topple the Elvis impersonator. But 


imer? 








Brutu 





Honky was determined to prove that his 
win over Steamboat was more than a 
fluke. And—despite the other obnox- 
ious aspects of his personality—the bad 


boy from Memphis, Tennessee, showed 


the wrestling public that he possessed. 
the intestinal fortitude to be a worthy 
champion. 


BRET'HIT MAN" HART 


Amos neck and neck with Shawn 
Michaels in the voting, Hart's Intercon- 
tinental reigns jump ош from the pages 
of World Wrestling Federation lore be- 








cause of the tenacity of the titlist, Bret 
never backed down from a defense, 





putting up the Intercontinental belt 
against friends and foes, wrestling while 
sick and injured, always refining his 
style to match that of his competitor. 
His most spectacular Intercontinental 
Title victory: stunning buddy Rowdy 
Roddy Piper afte 
WrestleMania VII. More th 
man, Bret used his Interconti 


a blood-soaked war at 








ап any other 
ental 





tenure to prime himself for the Federa 





tion Belt, which he captured in 1992, 


months after his triumph over Pip 


SHAWN MICHAE 


T. Heartbreak Kid Shawn 


Michael's name has all but grown syn- 





onymous with the World Wrestling 
Federation Intercontinental Title. From 
the moment that he decided to switch 
from tag team competition and become 
a singles competitor almost until the 
day he captured the World Wrestling 
Federation Championship at Wrestle- 
Mania XII, Michaels was either wear- 
ing the Intercontinental Belt or purst 





g 


it. Trivia fans have noted that he also 





lost the Intercon 





ental Belt on two oc 

casions without being defeated in the 
squared circle: Once, he was stripped оГ 
the title in the midst of a sabbatical that 
he took from the World Wrestling Fed- 
eration; another time, he forfeited the 
belt due to injuries that he sustained 





nti- 





le the ring, His greatest Inter 
nental Title defense came at Summ 





Slam 95, when he triumphed over the 
Bad Guy Razor Ramon 
table ladder match. If Shawn Michaels 
brings the same level of pride and 


n an unforget- 








tenacity to his current World Wrestling 


that 





Federation Championship r 
title will a 
of digni: 





nd to an even greater level 











VINA JUUN L DAU 
: 1985 debut in the World Wrestling Federation, 
word slithered out rapidly that 
(Jake “The Snake” Roberts) was а man you | 
didn't want to mess with. 





gen 
I. 


UI MAL 





At the time of hi 








ith the use of his 

awesome finish- 

ing maneuver, 
the DDT, Roberts quick- 
ly became known as an 
icon of destruction within 
the ranks of the Federa- 
tion. His casualties along. 





the way consisted of su- 
perstars such as Rick 
Rude, Randy Savage and 


Bad News Brown, with 





perhaps his greatest con- 
quest of all being the late, 
legendary Andre the Gi- 





ant, a man whom Jake 
miraculously defeated at 
WrestleMania V. 








Over the years, much like a poi 





пуопе realize that һе was involved ina almost cost him his life. 
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sonous snake bite, Jake was sucking the — personal battle that was much more dan- For over 10 years, drugs and alcohol 
life out of opponent after opponent. gerous than any war the squared circle dominated the life of Jake Roberts. After 
However, behind the scenes, little did had to offer. A battle, which in the end... losing his 





family and dignity to addic- 








tion, Jake had to find a way to get clean 
and sober before he lost all hope of get- 
ting his life back together. According to 
Jake, he was able to turn his life around 
by finding the hope through his personal 
savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. Now, after 
a four-year absence from the Federation, 
Jake has triumphantly returned, setting 
his sights on spreading the word of the 
man who gave him the'power to pull his 
life and family back together. 

Recently, Jim Ross took the time to 
interview Jake at his home in Georgia. 
With Stone Mountain as his backdrop, 
Jake discussed in-depth the details of his 
life as an addict of cocaine, alcohol, 
crack and many other drugs, and the sui- 
cidal effect it had on his life and his 
family. Тһе interview that you are about 
to read was not printed to shock you but 
perhaps to show a ray of hope to drug 
and alcohol abusers around the world. 

Тһе World Wrestling Federation 
Raw Magazine is the ONLY vehicle in 
which this interview can be seen. The 
excerpts seen on World Wrestling Fed- 
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eration programs were only the begin- 
ning—we now present you with what 
the censors refused to release, 





ROSS: The first question, Jake, 
and to me the obvious one: Did your 
family have an effect on you early on 
in your Ше that may have consequent- 
ly led you to your adult battle with drugs 
and alcohol? 


ЈАКЕ: sim, first of att, you don’t 


know the real Jake Roberts. You don’t 
know what made Jake “The Snake.” I 
didn't have any trip through the tulips 
when I was a kid. My mother was very 
young when I was born. She was only 
13. There were three kids, including me, 
with each one of us was being passed 
out to a different place. As a child, I be- 
came ashamed. I became ashamed for 
many reasons. I was ashamed because 
my mother was so young. I was 
ashamed because I didn’t have real “par- 
ents.” And I was even ashamed for my 
brother and sister. I knew I had a brother 


and sister, but I didn’t know where they 
were. I couldn't even talk about it be- 
cause I was embarrassed. Kids in school 
can be so tough on other kids once they 
realize that they have something inside 
that bothers them, At a very young age, 
I started to push away from everyone. I 
became a loner and a very angry young 
man. As I got older, the anger grew in- 
side me like a cancer. I never was 
around my father while 1 was growing 
up. Being that he too was a wrestler, he 
was on the road a lot. The only reason I 
got into pro wrestling was to try to gain 
my father's love, I wanted to be an ar- 
chitectynot a wrestler. It was all to prove 
1 was worthy of his love. I was so 
wrapped up in anger that you couldn’t 
stop me, My mind would work 24 hours 
a day trying to figure out how to per- 
form some act in such a way that it 
would shock you so much that you 
would either be scared of me... or love 
me for it. Jake Roberts was a freak of 
nature. Jake Roberts was a man who 
уой didn't know what he was going to 
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Interview By Jim Ross 


E wrw 





El wrw 


do next. When I got back on track three 
years ago, my father came to me and 
“Son, I'm proud of you for chang- 








He saw the monster I was. I love 
my father now. 


ROSS: ок, Jake. Looking back, at 


what point in your life did the drug and 
alcohol abuse begin? 








ss for me the first time 
Thad a drink was when I was 10 years 
old, [did it out of “fun.” My grandfather 
an alcoholic, 1 should have caught 
оп right there. He would get drunk 

and hide his liquor because my 





grandmother would throw it 
away if she found it. My friends 
and I found some of it in the 
chicken house, and we had a 
few drinks. But the real abuse 
started in high school, when 1 
would drink some beers after 


the football games. 1 was out running 





the streets and having fun. That's 





where it started to escalat 





е. To me, 
there are three stages of addiction. The 
first stage starts out as I "WANT to” to 
try thi 
but it’s not. You then go from “WANT 
to” to “NEED to.” That is when you 
need a 


It may seem harmless at first, 





k to loosen up after you've 





had a bad day. And then you go onto 
the third stage, the one I lived in for so 
many years—the “HAVE to” stage. 1 
had to have a drink or take some co- 
caine just for my day to get going 


ROSS: a: wna point did alcohol 


cross over into your professional life, 
Jake? 


ЈАКЕ: When you are in that spot- 


light, you get caught up in this false 


world that everyone likes you... loves 
you. The next thing you hear when 













you go into a club or 
bar is, “Hey, let me buy 
you a drink.” Or maybe 
а pretty young woman 
would come up to me and say, 





You've always been my favorite. Let 
me buy you a drink." You want to make 
yourself accessible to the fans, and you 
also want to forget what you may have 
left at home. I used alcohol to celebrate, 
but I could also find any reason to drink. 


ROSS: Besides alcohol, Jake, what 
other drugs were you addicted to? 








ЈАКЕ: Everything but heroin. 1 dia 
it all—from steroids to pharmaceuti 
to crack cocaine. I got into everything... 





s 


but the heroin. People don't understand, 
They say to me, “How did you get into 
that stuff?" Once the hook of addiction 
is in you, it just digs deeper. 1 didn’t 
know how to take that hook out of me. I 
was real big on crack cocaine and pain 
pills. After numerous surgeries and bro- 
ken bones, the drugs a ible. 
Once you have them in your system, 








e acce 





your mind starts to cry out for them 
24 hours a day. My abuse was pretty 

much based on anything that. 
would make Jake Roberts 
feel different from what 


he felt. 
ROSS: a question 
that is on everyone's 





mind, Ji 





did you ever 
wrestle while on drugs? 


ЧАКЕ: sure, mostiy 


while I was injured. I 
would take a few pain 
pills and go out there. 
Very few times did I 
wrestle while I drank be- 





cause I didn't feel that was 





right. If was down or tired or 
hadn't slept for a long period of time, I 
would just take some morphine, coke 
or pain pills to get back up. I said to. 
myself, "My bo 
ing a good job. I'm going out to per- 
form for these people.” 1 could justify 





will realize I'm do- 





anything. Any addict can come up for a 
reason to justify anything—whether it 
meant robbing you or stealing your c 


ROSS: Asise пот your wrestling 


career, Jake, how did the addiction 





to drugs and alcohol affect your 
family life? 


ЈАКЕ: i was hard to tet myself. 


down, but it was also tough to let my 
isappoint her. It 
got to the point where she would have to 


wife down, Scare her... 








die, 1 would quit breathing sometimes 
after doing too many pills or cocaine, 
and she would shake me. Sometimes 


she would have to dig vomit out of my 
mouth because I would be choking on it 
in my sleep. But when your children are 
afraid of Daddy... when your children 
are afraid to go to sleep at night because 
Daddy might leave to get hig! 
that little child doesn’t run to you first... 
that makes you want to die. 


ROSS: wu did your fellow work- 


ers think of you at that time—the 
wrestlers? Did they offer to help you? 


ЈАКЕ: Ofter о heip? 1 was the 
leader of the pack. If someone found a 
pill, he would bring it to Jake and ask 
him what it was and what it could do for 
him. Jake Roberts knew where every 





. when 





club in the country was. I could find 
drugs in countries that didn't һауе 
drugs! It was strange how guys used ما‎ 
look up to me because I was a heavy 
partier. Now those same guys look at 
me and say, "That's not real; that's just 
some mind game he's playing." That's 
all right, it doesn't bother me. They 
made fun of Jesus too. If that’s what 
they want to think, that's fine. Hide and 
watch where I end up going. 


ROSS: Jake, at what point during 


the addiction did you hit rock bottom 
with your family? 


ЈАКЕ: m. was probably the hard- 
est thing for me to deal with after I be- 
came an addict. There was so much 
shame involved. You see what you're 
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doing to your family, but you don’t want. 
to acknowledge it, or take responsibility, 
because it's so painful. The bottom line 
for me was that I didn’t want to live 
anymore... just wanted to kill myself. I 
had nothing left to lose. I had already 
lost my family. They didn't leave me... I 
ran them off. To say that they were the 
reason I got cleaned up, that's not true. I 
just got to the point that I knew I 
was going to die, and I didn’t 
care that I was going to die. 
“That's when I reached out. 


ROSS: Today, how does 
Jake “The Snake” Roberts focus 
on staying off drugs? 


ЈАКЕ: ris things first: 


Pray. I realize that prayer first 

thing in the morning is going to 

help me a lot and get me focused 
оп where I need to go. Read the Bible. 
Some people say, “Well, I have a higher 
power than that.” Yeah, well so do I! I 
stand on a rock. For me to stay focused, 
all I have to remember is that God loves 
me. God never intended for Jake 





Roberts to die or become a failure. 
God's plans for me are grand. Г used to 
think Jake Roberts was the biggest, bad- 
dest dude walking this planet until 1 
found out that there was a dude who 
made this planet and the whole universe. 
God loves me enough that he gave up 
his only son so I wouldn't have to die. I 
am comfortable in following him. As 
long as Lam spreading his word, he's 
going to take care of me. 


ROSS: Jake, лег turning your life 


around, how long have you been clean 
and sober? 


ЈАКЕ: never tong enough. 1s 


something you fight with daily. It's been 


a long time since 1 smoked anything or 
popped any pills. In the last couple 
years, there have been some times when 
1 have slipped. I don't feel good about 
those times. You know, coming from 





where I came from and where I'm at 
now is a true blessing. I'm not going to 
‘come on camera and say, “I haven't had 
a drink in three years,” because that’s 





not true. They are few and far between, 
and they're getting farther between. I'm 
feeling good about myself. 1 enjoy the 
sober and clean days. And as far as the 
other stuft—the pills, the pot and the co- 
caine—that’s all gone. 


ROSS: How does your family feel 
about Jake “The Snake” Roberts com- 
peting in the World Wrestling Federa- 
tion again? 


SAKES The children are excited be- 
cause Daddy is back on TV. The chil- 
dren don’t like seeing Daddy go to work 
and getting hurt though. My wife still 
has a lot of fear, a 
You have to understand that not only 
was I out there drinking and doing 


lot of bad memories. 


drugs, but I was with many other wom- 
en, being unfaithful to her. She's forgiv- 
еп me. For those fears to never bother 
her again, I have to pray. There is a fear 
in her that if I get back out there, I'm 


OCTOBER 1996 





going to fall back into it. It's a real fear, 
and I understand that. She has every 
right in the world to be afraid. I would 
have two or three days off, and I 
would show up home on the third day. 
Where was I for the first two days? 1 
would be in a hotel room doing drugs 
with other people. My wife and I have 
been blessed with two more children 
since we got back together. She 
doesn't want to lose that, 


ROSS: As your children get older, 
Jake, will it be hard to tell them about 
what you were like? 


ЈАКЕ: Not at all. 1 will be excited 


to tell them. It was a victory not for me, 
but for God. God is who brought me 
through this. I did a lot of things in my 
life, and now I can use those things for 
God's glory. 1 can go out and share it 
with other addicts, high school kids and 
church groups. 1 didn’t live through the 
addiction because Jake Roberts was 
some big, tough guy. That's not it at all. 
It's because а hand kept reaching down 
and picking me up. I'll be happy to tell 
my children about j 


ROSS: Jake, now that you are back 


in the Federation competing, how do the 
wrestlers of the New Generation per- 








ceive you? 


ЈАКЕ: I've had the opportunity to 
be in the locker rooms, and a lot of the 


new guys are watching me. A lot of 
them heard about how I used to be. 
They heard 1 used to be a loner. But now 
they see how open I am about the addic- 
tion. Sometimes 1 





ir up a little in the 
locker rooms because I see a guy that is 
starting to go the wrong way, and ГИ 
ask him “By the way, how's your fami- 
ly?” That hits home. And when I do 
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that, they are offended... and they 
should be. All I'm trying to do is let 
them know what they are about to lose. 
1 was fortunate to get my family back. 
Someone else might not be so fortunate, 


ROSS: Does the World Wrestling 
Federation require you to take drug 
tests? 


ЈАКЕ: м. ana everybody else! I 
thank them for that. The Federation has 
taken a stand, and it's time for 
them to take a stand. Years ago 
there were no drug tests. It was 
basically “You do what you 
want to, and ГЇЇ do what I want 
to.” That's the bad thing about 
addiction—you get into some- 
thing bad and don't realize how 
much of a monster it is until it's 
got hold of you. 


ROSS: Unfortunately, drugs 


have become a part of big-time sports 
today. What advice would you give to 
other athletes in other sports who may 
be heading down the same path that you 
rode for so long? 


ЈАКЕ: ту say we are ай grown 


men. Some of us aren't. Some athletes 
grew up in pain or in shame. Maybe 
they grew up with luggage from the 
past. You have kids going right out of 
high school and going straight to the 
NBA. We have football players who 
went to the Super Bowl that are getting 
busted for cocaine. Then you have Jake 
Roberts and what he di 
we've had several wrestlers die ог com- 








In wrestling, 


mit suicide. It's just not the football, 
baseball or wrestling. What's this world 
coming to? Then again, you have play- 
ers like Cal Ripken Jr. who play for the 
love of the game. That’s why Jake 
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Roberts is here. The New Generation— 
these young kids—they get the money 
thrown at them. They have to make so 
many different choices. If you make the 
wrong choice, then you have to pay the 
price. These young athletes need to look 
to people that have “been there, done 
that.” They may have the quickness and 
the youth, but they don’t have the wis- 
dom. My hope is that I can help these 
young athletes so they don’t make the 
same mistakes that Jake Roberts did. I 








don’t want you to look at Jake Roberts 
as a role model. The greatest role model 
in the worl in the Bible. That's 
something we need to focus more on. 


ROSS: Joke, when all is said and 


done, how do you want people to re- 
member you? 


ЈАКЕ: 1 cont want people to re- 


member me as a great wrestler, 1 want 
people to remember that 1 was a man 
who was so lost—and so blind—but 





who came back to find everything 
God. 1 want people to remember that 
Jake Roberts was a Christian who want- 
ed to help other people who were suffer- 
ing the same pain and problems he was. 





А man who loved other men and chil- 
dren. I want to be remembered as a man 
who wanted to let everyone know there 
is hope... and there is. m 
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he statement echoed 


throughout New York 





City’s Madison Square 





Garden with amazing 





clarity. Thirteen short words were spo- 
ken by the Honky Tonk Man that 


night that would change his life forev- 








er. Thirteen words that would also 


transform another man into a legend. 








jet me somebody out here to 


the Honky Tonk Man said. 





wrestle 


1111: NIGHT) 


THE BELT CHANGED HANDS 


“I don't care who it is!" 
Тһе date was August 29, 1988. The 
site: The Big Apple—a sold-out Madi 


son Square Garden crowd witnessing 





the first-ever Summe: m. 

It was supposed to be the con- 
frontation everyone was waiting for. 
The Honky Tonk Man had prepared 
for over a month to defend the Inter- 
continental Title against Brutus "The 
Barber" Bee! 





е, a match that would 


Thirteen short words were spoken by the Honky Tonk 
Man that night that would change his life forever. “Get 
me somebody out here to wrestle,” the Honky Tonk Man 


said. "I don't care who it is!" 





By Bill Banks 


hopefully settle the ongoing feud be- 


tween the two. However, what the 





promoters di 





t know that night was 


that Brutus Beefcake would be 


involved in a freak accident and would 
not be able to compete—leaving 


the door wid a new No.1 





open (о 





contender 


The Honky Tonk Man was cool 





and confident as he entered the ring 
ke 
the 


squared circle. This is when Honky 


that night. The news about Beef 






let him grow even more cocky 


said those words while pointing to the 
locker room.The broadcasters for the 
event, Gorilla Monsoon and Superstar 
Billy Graham, let their feelings be 
known about the challenge that Honky 
had just made. 

Graham knew that Honky 





was about to bite off more than 











he could possibly chew! 


“Don't say that, man!” the Super- 


star said. “There're some people back 
in the locker room that would take 
Honky арап! 

“Who is the No. 1 challenger?” 
Monsoon said. 

This is when all hell broke loose. 

What a pity that the Honky Tonk 
Man never even had a chance to take 


his ring attire off. As a matter of fact, 


Standing in the ring along with Honky and his manager, 
Jimmy Hart, Howard Finkel soon realized that 
something unexpected was about to happen when the 
entrance music blared. 


he never even knew what hit him. 
Ring announcer Howard Finkel re- 
members the night all too well. Stand- 
ing in the ring along with Honky and 
his manager, Jimmy Hart, Finkel soon 


realized that something unexpected 


was about to happen when the 
и е music blared. 

“It shocked everyone how light- 
ning-quick it happened,” Finkel said. 
“иж 


all а blur. Fate was definitely 


on the side of the Warrior that night.” 








The music roared to life on the 
loudspeakers. It was a sound familiar 
to all the fans of the World Wrestling 
Federation, but a sound greatly unex- 
pected at that moment in time. Run- 
ning from the back came the new No.1 
challenger, the Ultimate Warrior! 

The look on the Honky Tonk 
Man's 


that the fans would never forget. It 





face that night was something 
Was easy to see his reaction—you can 
ch the 
match again. Honky turned to every- 








even read his lips if you w 


one and anyone he could with a look 
of disbelief as the word "What?!" 
poured out his mouth 

AS 
reached the squared circle, that mouth 


soon as the UltimateWarrior 





was quickly closed. 

With the impact of the first punch 
by the Warrior, the fans erupted. For 
months they had been waiting for 
someone to destroy the Honky Tonk 
Man, and the moment was finally be- 
fore them. Then, after two punches, a 
flying tackle and one clothesline, they 


had their wish. The match lasted bare- 
1У 30 seconds, but the impact it would 
have on the World Wrestling Federa- 
tion would last forever. 

When the referee's hand slapped 
down on the mat for the third time, 
Honky rolled out of the ring with the 
look of amazement still fresh on his 
face. It w 





5 like a bad dream for 
Honky, something out of a "Night- 
mare on Elm Street" movie. But this 
time, Freddy was the Ultimate War- 
rior, and it would take a lot more than 
a pinch to end his nightmare. 

The World Wrestling Federation's 





Intercontinental Title was now in the 
hands of the Ultimate Warrior. Walk- 
ing from ring post to ring post, the 
Warrior lifted his title belt in the air 
and displayed it for all the fans. The 
outcome of this match truly changed 
the excitement level that night—it was 
something you couldn’t measure with 
any instrument on Earth. 

In a few short minutes, the Warrior 


had gone from the No. 2 contender to 


The match lasted barely three minutes, but the impact it 
would have on the Federation would last forever. 











the new Intercontinental Champion. 
Catapulted into superstardom, the 
Warrior defended the title against all 
challengers. 

If it weren't for Beefcake being un- 
able to show up, what would have 
happened to the Warrior? Would he 
have ever gotten the chance to beat 
Hulk Hogan for the World Wrestling 
Federation Title at WrestleMania VI? 





Would he have grown to become the 
on in the World 
n today? 

The final words spoken by Gorilla 





most recognize: 
Wrestling Federa 





Monsoon after that match with the 
Honky Tonk Man cast a bright light 
on the awesome future impending for 
the Warrior. 

“History has once again been made 
here at Madison Square Garden 
tonight by the Ultimate Warrior!" 

And, history continues to be 


made... ш 
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Unbeatable. 


That one concise expression 
has been used to describe 
both World Wrestling Federa- 
tion Hall of Famer the late 

Andre the Giant and former 

Federation Champion 
the Undertaker. 

Before his untimely 
death on January 27, 
1993, Andre was perhaps 

the best-known wrestler on the 
planet, a leviathan commonly 
referred to as "the Eighth 
Wonder of the World." At 7- 
feet-5-inches and approxi- 
mately 500 pounds, few 
wrestlers could engage the 
man-mountain in a competi- 
tive match. 

As Andre's career was on 
the wane, another force was 
rocking the World Wrestling 
Federation. "The Man from 
the Dark Side,” the Undertaker, 


S. THE UNDERTAKER 





























By Keith Elliot Greenberg 


was bestowed with powers 
that appeared to originate in 
another dimension. By the 
time Andre passed away, the 
Undertaker had already held 
the World Wrestling Federa- 
tion Belt and was building a 





legacy that persists to this day. 

Andre and the Undertaker 
may have shared the same 
dressing rooms and battled in 
the same arenas—but at differ- 


ent stages of their lives. Mat- 
watchers have frequently spec- 
ulated over the outcome if 
the two had clashed when 
the Giant 
peak of his greatness. 


at the 





The match probably 
would have head- 
lined WrestleMa- 
nia—and lived in 
the memories of 





fans for decades. 





ANDRE THE GIANT 
HEIGHT: 7" 
WEIGHT: 500 pounds 





STRENGTHS: Although Andre was a 
gifted athlete—as a young man, he compet- 
ıd once had 


'ootball 


ed at both soccer and boxing, 
а tryout with th 
ue’s Detroit Lions—what made the 


ational 








¡ant unique was his size. Andre was so 
big that some wrestlers couldn't fit their 


arms around his waist to execi 





a simple 
bearhug. And his enormous proportions 
were complemented by extraordinary 
strength. 


WEAKNESSES: 1f the Gi- 


ant had 





the speed department. Не 
was just too big to move 


across the ring with excep- 





tional grace. Because of hi 
other talents, this rarely 
served as a handicap. 

KEY WINS: Two of An- 
dre's most illustrious wins 
came before the WrestleMa- 
nia era in front of raucous, 
outdoor crowds at New 
York's Shea Sta 





tion in Huntsville, Alabama. 


KEY LOSSES: At WrestleMania УІ, An- 
dre and Haku lost the belts to Ax and 
‘Smash of Demolition. The Giant was so 
angry that he attacked Haku and manager 
Bobby Heenan immediately after the con- 
test. Heenan was also in the Giants comer 
when Hulk Hogan defeated 
Mania Ш. A videotape of the match 
showed referee Joey Marella striking the 
mat three times earlier in the contest when 
Andre had Hogan down for a near-fall. But 
Marella allowed the match to continue, and 





mat Wrestle- 





Andre suffered his first pinfall loss. 


FINISHING MOVE: Andre could pretty 
much take his pick at how to vanquish an 
opponent, since elementary wrestling ma- 
neuvers executed by the Giant had so many 
of his rivals crying for the bell. But often 

3 
ing him into the ropes, delivering a big foot 
v dropping on top of the 
e counted to thee. 





Andre put a man out of his misery by sl 


to the face 








tim as the reí 


STRATEGY: Against a man as dangerous 
as the Undertaker, Andre would probably 
take 





aggressive stance, 
There would be few wrist- 
locks, armbars and fireman's 
carries, as the Giant delivered 
а flurry of chops, fists and 
kicks to the Man from the 
Dark Side, And Andre would 
have to constantly hover over 
his foe. Once the Undertaker 
showed any signs of recov- 
ery, the Giant would be re- 
quired to pounce once again, 


THE UNDERTAKER 
HEIGHT: 6'10" 








1976, he 
pugilist Chuck Wepner in a 


embarrás 





rare boxer versus wrestler 
batte 
he pinned future Federation 





‘Then, four years later, 


kingpin Hulk Hogan cleanly 
in the middle of the Shea 
ium ring. In 1988, An- 
belt, 





dre captured Но; 





WEIGHT: 328 pounds 


STRENGTHS: Aside from 


his athl dimensions 





and ring experience, the Un- 
dertaker is renowned for his 
recuperative skills. The Fed- 
eration's Grim Reaper is 


largely described as an "im- 





with the help of a corrupt 
referee, but was swiftly 
stripped of the title, On De- 
cember 13, 1989, Andre and 
partner Haku— a 
Coloss 





a the 





Connection— 





based on his ability. 
to endure excessive amounts 





hment. Frequently, 





sary will seem to 
has hed him off. Then, 


as the opponent looks on in 











sd the Tag Team Belts 
with a triumph over Demoli- 











disbelief, the Undertaker 
slowly rises off the mat. 





WEAKNESSES: The Un- 
dertaker may be too depen- 
dent on the funeral urn his 


manager, Paul Bearer, 





sare 
ries to the ring. The um is 
said to be the source of the 
and 


during those rare occasions 





Undertaker's strength, 


when it was out of the Pale. 


Reaper's possession, he 





clearly was off his game, 
Also, Bearer can distract the 
Undertaker. Occasionally, he 


has been atta 





cked from the 





rear while coming to Bear- 
er's assistance at ringside. 


KEY WIN: The Under: 


er's most notorious victory 





occurred at the 1991 Sur- 
vivor Series when he won 
the Federation Champi- 
onship from Hulk Hogan— 
with Ric Flair’ help. Due to 
the controversial nature of 
the contest, a rematch was 
ordered. When that bout 
failed to end decisively, the 
Federation Championship 
was voided until a winner 


could be determined at the 





next Royal Rumble (Flair 





merged victorious). In esse 





>, the Under- 
taker shook the Federation to its core, plac- 
ing the integrity of the title in jeopardy 
and—arguably—diminishing the credibility 
of the movement called "Hulkamania." 


KEY LOSSES: This past May, Undertaker 


experienced one of his most embarrassi 


atch’ 





backs during a special "casket 








against Goldust, He was about to place his 


foe 





the coffin when Mankind sprang 
from the box and pulled in the Undertaker, 
In 1994, at the Royal Rumble, the Under- 
taker lost another casket match—this time 











to Yokozuna—who enclosed his opponent 
in the crate with the assistance of over a 
lies. Wher 


were stunned as the Undertaker 








the match e 





doze 





cared to 





resurrect himself and float out of the arena, 


FINISHING MOVE: Like 


dertaker has al 


ndre, the Un- 


s battered foes with an 





eclectic, power-driven arsenal. But his fa- 
vorite finisher is the Tombstone. A man is 
first pummeled into near-unconsciousness, 


then tumed upside-down and driven head- 





first into the mat, where the Undertaker 


folds the wrestler's hands across his chest 


and listens to the three- 
count. 

STRATEGY: Against An- 
dre, the Undertaker would 
be fi 


who truly 





ing one of the few 
dwarfed him, His 


strategy would therefore be 





to cut Andre down with 
thrusts to the throat, then 


lace into him on the mat, 





Тһе Reaper might also trap 
his foe in a wristlock, walk 
across the ropes and jump 
down on the extended limb. 
More than likely, the Under- 
taker would attempt to take 
this 





lash outside the ring, 
sh his 


foe by smashing him into 


where he could ри 





the steps and guardrail. 


EDITOR'S OUTLOOK: 
Even in his youth, Andre 
could not match the Under- 
taker in speed. This would 
buy the Man from the Dark 
Side an advantage. Staying a 
few paces ahead of his op- 
ponent, the Undertaker 


would try hurting him with 


maneuvers off the ropes: 





ning clotheslines, bulldog headlocks deliv- 
ered from the tumbuckles. Although it has 
not been difficult to befuddle the Undertak- 


er by абкаши 





his ever-present manager 





Paul Bearer, the Giant would be expected to 





take a more direct approach: playing off the 
Pale Reaper's concept of his own infallibili- 
ty. Andres style would be to lure the Un- 
dertaker into believi 


Giant with the Tombstone. Then, when the 





he could punish the 


Reaper buckled under his opponent's mas- 
h Wonder of the World 
would live up to his name by coveri 


celebrated adversary for the duke. Wl 


sive girth, the 
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Fatale appears in her own comic book, on sale at comic shops everywhere! To find the с 
| call 1-888-СОМІС-ВООК, or to order the latest issue, call Ame 
http://comics.nethwww/broadway/ 





shop 
ntertainment at (703) 3: 











AVAILABLE 


АТ NEWSSTANDS EVERYWHERE! 
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